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 The LELS Annual Meeting was held on June 12th at the Radisson Arrowwood Resort in 

Alexandria, MN.  Nearly seventy-five voting delegates and non-voting members attended to 

participate in the yearly bylaw requirement.  Members were treated to a wonderful brunch 

prior to the Meeting and the day was called to order by President Jake Ayers at 1200 hours.  

The Annual Meeting is held in conjunction with the MPPOA Convention and is a splendid 

kickoff of four days of training, banquets, golf and comradery with fellow law enforcement 

officials from all corners of the State.  This is an excellent opportunity to get involved in your 

Union.  And remember, LELS pays the registration and three-nights lodging for one steward 

or designee from each Local.  

 

 This yearôs event witnessed the election of three seats to the Board of Directors.  Cur-

rent Board membersô Mark Elliott of the Bloomington PD and Dave Lovaas of the St. Louis 

County Sheriffôs Department were both reelected to three year terms.  The third seat previ-

ously held by Menohmen County deputy Brady Burnside was filled by Washington County 

deputy Mark Caroon and is a three-year term.  Brady stepped down from the Board due to a 

promotion within his Department.  I would like to thank him for five years of dedicated ser-

vice to the members of LELS.    

 

 Also, it is my pleasure to announce this yearôs recipient of the ñLou Jeskaò award.  

Deputy Brent Fair of the Benton County Sheriffôs Department was the winner and received a 

plaque and one yearôs dues.  As you may remember LELS filed suit in District Court and was 

granted an injunction prohibiting the furloughs of our members in Benton County.  Brent 

stood strong for the membership throughout the entire process and is a worthy recipient of this 

honor.  Please note the picture of Deputy Fair and President Ayers in this report.  

 

 LELS also awarded its 2010 scholarship to student Curtis Henley.  Curtis grew up in 

North Dakota and attended the Skills program at Alexandria Technical College from May-July 

of 2010.  In his application, Curtis wrote, ñSince the day I can remember it has always been 

my dream to be a police officer.ò  Congratulations Curtis.  Please note the picture of Curtis 

receiving the award for $1500.00 from LELS Board Member Ryan Nelson of the Moorhead 

PD.   
 

 If you attended this yearôs event make plans to attend in 2011, and if you have never 

attended this is your chance to make a difference and enjoy an excellent kick-off to the sum-

mer.  See you next year in Alexandria.   
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